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tenements, a big technical institute, an open gramophone shop
(with a machine grinding out a tune and a song) and an open
" Fun Fair " sort of place (a shop with the front taken out) and
a few small boys therein amusing themselves with penny-in-
the-slot machines. We dined at Mrs. Patrick Campbell's, across
the Square.
Tuesday, January zqth.
To the first night of Behrman's (American) " The Second Man "
at the Playhouse, in which Noel Coward is playing. Good first
act. Noel Coward was admirable. Dorothy learnt from Peacock
that Laughton must be either re-engaged or lost to-morrow
morning. Much against my wishes, she telephoned to ask for
capital. It wasn't capital we wanted for the continuance of
" Mr. Prohack," but a small theatre at a reasonable rent.
Wednesday, Febmary ist.
I went out for a long walk and got really quite a decent few
ideas for my play during this walk, which took just under two
hours. Lambeth was the most interesting part of it. Had tea
at the Express Dairy in King's Road. I always enjoy this
place. Total cost: 3^. Dorothy and I dined and danced at
the Savoy which is still the best restaurant in London.
The only man I knew was F. B. Characteristically, he got
the professional danseuse at his table (two other men with him)
in about ten seconds and was immediately dancing with her.
This typical London rou6 looked very grey (in the face) and is
showing age. Home at 11. Dorothy's great tragic news was
that Eadie had offered her the Royalty Theatre, almost at once,
but she couldn't take it now because Charles Laughton had
gone. This was really bad luck. Had she known a week
earlier she might have gone on with her season and the play.
Thursday, February 2nd.
Rather wearing, visits from relatives whom you scarcely ever
see, and whose course of existence is separating more widely
from you every year, and has been so doing for over 30 years.
It is in fact desolating.
Saturday, February qth.
Bernard Shaw came for lunch.   He and Dorothy talked theatre
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